
   

 

   

 

Curriculum Map 2025 2026 Art and Design Year  8 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5  Week 6  Week 7  Week 8 

Autumn 1 Portraiture: Who am I now and what do I want to become? Pupils investigate the question through portraits of themselves 
and others 

Unit 1 How can I use 
portraiture to 
explore and 
express identity, 
personality, and 
emotion? 

How can I draw 
facial features 
and proportions 
accurately to 
build a strong 
foundation for 
portraiture? 

How can I 
capture the 
character and 
expression of 
others through 
observational 
drawing? 

How can I 
experiment with 
different media 
and styles to 
express identity 
in a more 
personal or 
abstract way? 

How can I 
develop a 
portrait that 
represents who 
I am now and 
who I want to 
become? 

How can I apply 
my chosen 
techniques and 
ideas to create a 
meaningful final 
portrait? 

How does my 
final portrait 
reflect my 
identity and 
aspirations, and 
what have I 
learned from 
the process? 

 

Autumn 2 Is Graffiti Art or Vandalism? Pupils explore the origins of Graffiti, the work of famous artists and get the opportunity to produce their own graffiti 
artwork. 

Unit 2 What is graffiti, 
and how has it 
evolved as a 
form of artistic 
and cultural 
expression? 

How do graffiti 
artists use style, 
symbolism, and 
message to 
communicate 
ideas? 

How can I 
experiment with 
graffiti lettering, 
colour, and 
composition to 
develop my own 
visual language? 

How can I 
explore different 
materials and 
techniques to 
create bold and 
expressive 
graffiti designs? 

How can I 
develop a 
personal graffiti 
artwork that 
reflects my 
identity, 
interests, or 
values? 

How can I apply 
my chosen 
techniques and 
ideas to create a 
final graffiti-
inspired piece? 

How does my 
final piece 
reflect my 
creative journey, 
and what have I 
learned about 
graffiti as an art 
form? 

 

Spring 1 Still Life 

Unit 3 How can I 
observe and 
draw still life 
objects 
accurately using 
line, shape, and 
proportion? 

How can I use 
pencil shading 
and coloured 
crayon 
techniques to 
show texture, 
tone, and form? 

How can I use 
watercolour to 
create soft, 
layered effects 
and atmosphere 
in still life? 

How can I use 
acrylic paint to 
create bold 
colour, contrast, 
and texture in 
my 
composition? 

How can I plan 
and create a 
final still life 
piece that 
combines my 
favourite media 
and techniques? 

How does my 
final still life 
artwork reflect 
my technical 
progress and 
creative 
choices? 

  

Spring 2 Collage 



   

 

   

 

Unit 4 What is collage, 
and how did 
Henri Matisse 
use cut paper to 
create 
expressive 
artwork? 
 

How can I 
experiment with 
shape, colour, 
and composition 
to create 
dynamic collage 
designs? 

How can I 
develop my own 
‘painting with 
scissors’ design 
inspired by 
Matisse’s style 
and techniques? 

How can I apply 
cutting, layering, 
and arranging 
techniques to 
create a bold 
and balanced 
final collage? 

How does my 
final collage 
reflect my 
creative choices 
and what I’ve 
learned about 
Matisse and 
collage art? 

   

Summer 1 Art from around the World 

Unit 5 How do artists 
from different 
cultures use art 
to express 
identity, 
tradition, and 
storytelling? 
 

How can I 
explore and 
respond to 
patterns, 
symbols, and 
materials used 
in world art? 

How can I 
experiment with 
a variety of 
media and 
techniques 
inspired by 
global art 
styles? 

How can I 
develop a 
personal 
artwork that 
combines 
cultural 
inspiration with 
my own ideas? 

How can I apply 
my chosen 
techniques and 
materials to 
create a final 
piece that 
reflects global 
influence? 

How does my 
final artwork 
show what I’ve 
learned about 
world art and 
my own creative 
development? 

  

Summer 2 Personal Project 

Unit 6 What have I 
learned this 
year about art 
techniques, 
materials, and 
creative 
thinking? 
 

Which themes, 
styles, or media 
have inspired 
me most, and 
how can I use 
them in my own 
work? 

How can I 
develop a 
personal idea 
for my final 
project that 
reflects my 
interests and 
artistic voice? 

How can I 
experiment with 
materials and 
techniques to 
support and 
refine my 
creative idea? 

How can I plan 
my final 
composition, 
making 
thoughtful 
decisions about 
layout, media, 
and message? 

How can I begin 
creating my final 
piece with 
focus, care, and 
creativity? 

How can I adapt 
and improve my 
work during the 
making process, 
using feedback 
and problem-
solving? 

How does my 
final piece 
reflect my 
progress as an 
artist, and 
what have I 
learned from 
the project? 

 


